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Why Buy from a Private Breeder?               
When choosing a new pet, many people’s first experience 
with the pet industry comes from their local pet store, which 
is most often the local Petco or Petsmart. In fact, I bought my 
first leopard geckos from Petco and Petsmart. But what most 
people don’t know is that there is an entire subculture of 
herpetoculturists (people who breed reptiles and 
amphibians) just waiting to be discovered. These private 
breeders are more often than not a much better 
choice than your local Petco or Petsmart, and I’ve 
constructed a list of reasons why this is so.  
 
1. Private breeders are more knowledgeable of the industry. 

I went to Petsmart one day because they had an adult 
leopard gecko for a reasonable price. I asked to hold the 
animal and they granted me permission. I inspected it and 
decided to buy it. The Petsmart employee commented on the 
price (which she, ignorantly, thought was pretty high), and I 
said, “no, it’s a good deal to get an adult male for this price.” 
She responded emphatically, “Male? You can’t sex 
leopard geckos without having them probed by a 
vet.” I calmly pulled a manual for the care of leopard geckos 
off the store shelf, turned to the chapter on breeding, and 
explained to her how to sex a leopard gecko.  
 The fact is, most people who work at a big-time 
petstore are just trying to work their way through college or 
pay the bills. They aren’t enthusiastic about the care and 
captive husbandry of reptiles and therefore are not that 
knowledgeable. A private breeder can offer expert advice on 
just about any subject to do with the animal in question, and 
their knowledge of the animals they breed ensures that the 
next reason on the list is a no brainer… 
 
2. Private breeders take better care of their animals. 

I can’t tell how many times I’ve visited my local Petco and 
seen leopard geckos that are malnutritioned or missing tails. 
They are often dehydrated and many will die before they ever 
reach maturity. That means that saving five or six dollars by 
buying them as opposed to buying from a private breeder at 
a reptile expo will not pay off in the long run if you have to 
buy two or three to get one healthy animal. Buying from a 
small-time breeder will help ensure that your new pet is in 
tip-top condition. 
 
3. Private breeders typically sell healthier animals.  
The reptiles that you buy from Petco or Petsmart are 
purchased from large-scale breeders who crank out tens of 
thousands of animals per year (the largest produces over 
75,000 annually). These big-time breeders have little 
concern for each individual animal. They ship the animals as 
soon as they hatch (which adds unnecessary stress) and 
many times their facilities are not well kempt. My first gecko 
that I bought from Petsmart was infested with pinworms, 
and I had to consult a veterinarian because it infected my 
entire colony. Private breeders like me, however, typically 
wait until an animal is at least a month old and well 
established before advertising it. I would never even consider 

selling an animal to someone without knowing for certain 
that it was well-started and healthy. 
 
4. Private breeders offer variety. 

Typically, Petsmart and Petco offer your normal morphs and 
breeds of reptiles. Every now and then you will run across 
some albino’s, patternless forms, etc. I even saw some super-
hypo tangerine’s at a Petco in Memphis once. These are 
usually the exception, however. Private breeders on the other 
hand will usually have 3 or more different morphs available, 
even though they may specialize in only one. These animals 
will usually be a little more expensive, but it’s hard to put a 
price on quality. Also, when you consider not just one 
breeder, but all the breeders out there, your choices are 
about as infinite as they can get. If there is an animal you 
want, somewhere, somebody is probably selling it. You just 
have to do some looking. 
 
5. Private Breeders have a passion and enthusiasm for reptiles. 

If you buy a reptile from Petco, it’s unlikely that you’ll be able 
to call anyone up and ask for husbandry advice, or inquire 
about some health issues you may have with your animal 
later on. Private breeders love what they do, and also think 
kindly about people who share their passion. Most breeders 
will welcome any questions you may have and often give a 
prompt reply. Their passion for the animals has helped them 
cultivate a knowledge of the industry and they are usually 
more than willing to pass that knowledge on to a customer.  
 
 
 

Let’s make a quick recap: 
 
Petco – little knowledge, if any, of the animals they sell. 
Private Breeders – command a mastery of information on 
every animal they offer, and are willing to share it.  
Petco- sell young, unstable, often unhealthy animals at a 
discount price 
Private Breeders – sell older, well-established, healthy 
animals at a reasonable price 
Petco – offer little variety 
Private Breeders – offer an enormous network of variety  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


